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1.0 Introduction

A review of existing information orarchaeological andistorical resources in the vicinity of the
172nd/190th Avenue Corridor Planning Studyea (PSA) was conducted by Heritage Research
Associates, Inc (Heritage) In addition, Heritage historic preservation specialist Tama Tochihara
conducted a windshieldussey of the area to identify potential historidalilt resourcesand Heritage
archaeologists Albert Oetting and Robert Wenger conducted a pedestrian survey along existing roads in
the PSA vicinity to locate archaeological resourddss planning studwill identify the most appropriate

design and route alignment fonadway improvementwithin the PSA located in northeri@lackamas
County, Oregon, near the City of Damas(ftigure5.7-1).

This cultural resources review was undertaken to determine éngaity significant prehistoric or
historical resources are presénthe PSAthat may be affected by the proposed project alternafivés
information will aid in assessing the besiadwayroute alternatives during the planning studye
cultural resources review willsaistthe project in complying with Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 (as amended) as the 172nd/190th Corridor project moves tomeand
implementation This review also aidsompliancewith Oregon state laws requiring identification and
protection of significant cultural resources.

No prehistoric or historical archaeological sites or artifacts have been identified witlgrintiaey PSA

taxlot blockat presentbut one historical archaeologicsite is adjacent to one of the existing roads
outside the PSA to the nortNo archaeological resources were identified during the pedestrian séirvey.
preliminary reconnaissance of approximated® historical built resourcewithin the PSA resulted ithe
identification of ten properties that may meet the eligibility criteria for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places The results presented in this report are preliminary, additional inventory and
evaluation efforts maype conducted athe planning for this project progressédbert Oetting, Tama
Tochihara, and Kathryn Toepedf Heritage Research Associatednc., prepared this technical
memorandum.

1.1 Project Purpose

The purpose of this project is to effectively address congesitbin the 172%190" Corridor Plan PSA
and existing safety problems; serve future nsdhth traffic demand; serve expected growth in
Damascus, Happy Valley and Gresham; and serve the growing demand for regional travel.

1.2 Project Description

The proposed project includes developing and evaluating roadway improvement alternatives for the SE
172 Avenue corridor from SE Sunnyside Road to the Multhomah County line as well as developing and
evaluating design alternatives for a new major arterial éetvsE 179 and SE 199 Drive nearthe
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county line. This project is the second phase of a larger project intended to improve the connection
between Highway 212 and the Cities of Portland and Gresham. Construction was completed for the first
phasein 2010, (SE 172 Avenue South Project), which includes the widening of SE™1#2m
Sunnyside Road south to Highway 212.

The area around the 1"/490" Corridor Plan PSA was recently added to the Portland Metropolitan
Urban Growth Boundary (part irf28 and the remainder in 2002) and is planned for urban development

at an average density of at least 10 units per net buildable acre for the residential areas. There are also
planned commercial and employment areas within the City of Damascus. Sonsed#vidliopment has

already begun to occur. Existing conditions along SE“A2enue and SE 190Drive lack the needed
continuity and capacity to serve future traffic demand created by anticipated urban growth. There are
limited locations where this typef @onnection/facility can occur due to topographic constraints and
existing urban buildout. In addition, planning efforts reveal that there are no other physically viable, cost
effective northsouth routes in this portion of Clackamas County.

1.3 Project Study Area (PSA)and Area of Potential Effect (APE)

The 172nd/190th Avenue Corridor PlanniB§A is on the east side of the Portland metropolitan area,
locatedon thesouthedgeof the City of Gresham arthe northern portionsof the City ofDamascusand

City of Happy Valley Theblock of taxlots comprising the PSi in a small nortfsouth trending valley
known as Pleasant Valley, basically delimghbn the west by SE 172nd Avenue (Rock Creek Road), on
the northeast by SE 190brive, on thesouth bySE Troge Road, and on the north by the Clackamas
Multnomah county lineSoutheastoster Road runs approximately nestbuth through this area. The
study area covers aboli000acres in T1S, R3E, and includes parts of sections 29, 30, 31, a2
(Willamette Meridian)Figure5.7-2).

In addition to this primary PSA study block, buffers along the principal existing roads in the area have
been delineated as well as buffers altmgemost promisingoad alignment alternativégigure5.7-2).

These buffezones are 100 feet (30 m) on either side of thedroanterline along the existing roads, and
along theproposed alternatives the buffers are 300 feet (90 m) on each side of the proposed centerline.
The existing roads thdttave been assignduiffer zonednclude SE 172nd Avenue (Rock Creek Road)
from SE Foster Road south to SE Sunnyside R8&dFoster Road from northwest of SE 172nd to south

of Troge Rod; SE 190th Avenuérom SW 30th Street south to SE Cheldelin Rp&& TillstromRoad

from SE Foster southeast to southSE Borges Road; SE Hemrich Road; SE Troge Raad; SE
Cheldelin Road (Figur®.7-2). The tlree potential new road alignment corrid@i$ originate in the
vicinity of SE 190thDrive and SE Cheldelin Roadwith two crasing southwesb SE 172 (Conceps

AT2 and AT6) and ondying into SE Foste(Concept AS10a)

The PSA taxlot block is used as the Area of Potential Effect (APE) for examining and evaluating built
historical resources for the 172nd/190th Avenue Corridlan, with the addition of impacted taxlots
bordering the road buffer zones beyond the defined PSA. For archaeological resources, the road buffer
zones and proposed alignment buffers comprise the APE for this study.

Pleasant Valley and theSA are on the northeastern margin of the Willamette Valley physiographic
province (Loy et al. 2001; Orr et al. 1992). Most of Pleasant Valley is in the Rock Creek watershed,
which drains south into the Clackamas River and then to the Willamette River. IKGzbek in the
northern end of the valley flows north to Johnson Creek, which also drains to the WillRwettel he

buttes and low hills bounding the area to the east and west were formed as small volcanoes associated
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Figure 57-2. Location and Settqn o f
1961, photorevised 1984).
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with the BoringLavas which erupted and vented between 1.2 and 3.9 million years ago (Orr et al. 1992).
The Boring lavas interfinged with and were buried by theortland Hills Silt glacial deposits amekere
thensubsequentlgoveredby sediments of the catastrophic Late Pleistocene Missoula Floods that swept
down the Columbia River.

The Portland region has a relatively mild climate with wet cool wintersvanch dry summers (Loy et al.
2001) Average annual precipitation in nearby Oregon City is about 47 inches (WRCC 2010), with about
70% occurring in the fall and winteAverage minimum and maximum temperatures in January are 35°F
and 47°F, with a record lowf -2°F. Average temperatures in August are 55°F and 82°F, with a record
high of 107°F.

Vegetation in the region has been altered by modern development and invashaiverspecies. The
1855 General Land Office (GLO) cadastral survey plat for T1S, @&Rgfcts the township as generally
level with numerous low hill§Figure 57-3). Forest vegetation was most common and was described as
"2nd rate Timber Fir, Cedar, Dogwood & Alder Undergrowth Hazel etc." indicating a mixed forest
overstoryof conifers and deciduous trees that probably included western herwaga( heterophylla
Douglas fir Pseudotsuga menziésilOregon white oak@uercus garryang western redcedafTfiuja
plicata), Oregon ashRraxinus latifolig), red alder Alnus rub&) and an understory of ferns, shrubs, and
grasses. Native fauna included de@dgcoileus hemionuand O. virginianug, elk (Cervus elaphys
many smaller mammals (Verts and Carraway 1998), and a variety of resident and migratoryhieirds
Willamette River and its tributaries supported dense runs of anadromous salmonids as well as diverse
resident fish populations.
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Figure5.7-3. Location of the PSA on the General Land Office surveygquateyed in 1854GLO 1855).
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